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The week the largest
district in America
drew a line.

NYC bans generative Al for its 600,000 elementary and middle-
school students, Stanford lands a new evidence base, and — from
Brasilia to Kigali to Oslo — the same age question shows up in six
other systems.

Top story

NEW YORK CITY - ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 2

NYC bans Al in schools through 8th
grade.

On September 2, Mayor Mamdani and Chancellor Samuels announced
that the nation's largest school district — roughly 600,000 students in
elementary and middle schools — will prohibit student use of generative
Al tools during the school day. Officials framed the policy as a “students
first” crackdown on cognitive offloading in early learning. High-school
use will remain permitted with guardrails.


https://berit-herstad.github.io/AI-in-Education-Newsletter/archive.html

The move is the most consequential district-level policy of 2026, and it is
already drawing comparison districts — Boulder Valley banned ChatGPT
earlier this year, and mayors elsewhere are watching the rollout closely.
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Age-gating just became a template
— permissive at high school,
restrictive earlier. Expect the next
wave of district policies to look more
like NYC than like the toolkits of last
year.

Sources - NYC Mayor's Office - NY1 - US News

Research & evidence

Two studies pull in opposite
directions.

Stanford SCALE publishes the year's reference synthesis.

The Evidence Base on Al in K-12: A 2026 Review reports mixed but
generally positive short-term learning gains from Al tutors, with weaker
evidence on transfer and long-term retention.

Report (PDF) - Overview

Countervailing signal: faster homework, poorer exams.

A widely-shared piece this week reports that heavy Al use correlates
with faster assignment completion but lower exam performance — fuel
for the offloading debate NYC just made policy on.

MSN write-up


https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2026/09/mayor-mamdani-and-chancellor-samuels-put-students-first-with-nat
https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2026/09/02/new-york-city-bans-ai-use-in-schools-through-eighth-grade
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/new-york/articles/2026-09-02/nyc-the-nations-largest-school-district-bans-ai-for-students-through-8th-grade
https://scale.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/The%20Evidence%20Base%20on%20AI%20in%20K-12%20Report.pdf
https://scale.stanford.edu/research-in-action/understanding-evidence-base-ai-k12-education
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/faster-homework-poor-exam-results-what-ai-is-doing-to-students-learning/ar-AA2boON0

Stanford HAI's 2026 Al Index — Education chapter.

The reference dataset of the year, already being cited by policymakers.

Stanford HAI

Around the globe

What else moved this week.

@ BrAzIL The National Education Council (CNE) approved national Al-
in-education guidelines on Sep 1 — the country's first system-level
framework, covering both schools and universities. G1- MEC

# NORWAY The government stated that generative Al should generally
not be used in primary school (barneskolen); Udir published new
"protect and guide” guidance for teachers. regjeringen.no - Udir

= RwANDA Anthropic, ALX, and the Government of Rwanda launched a
Claude-powered learning companion — described by ALX as “Africa's
largest Al education initiative” — with plans to scale continent-wide.
Anthropic - MINEDUC

= INDIA Andhra Pradesh approved India's first Quantum-Al university
(Amaravati, 730 crore grant) on Aug 28; classes start this month.
NCERT/CBSE's mandatory Al curriculum from Class 3 also rolls out this
term. Indian Express - BW Education

= ARGENTINA The City of Buenos Aires (CABA) made Al mandatory
content in primary and secondary schools on Aug 18. Infobae


https://hai.stanford.edu/ai-index/2026-ai-index-report/education
https://g1.globo.com/educacao/noticia/2026/09/01/cne-para-uso-de-ia-em-escolas-e-universidades.ghtml
https://www.gov.br/mec/pt-br/referencial-de-ia-na-educacao
https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/kunstig-intelligens-skal-i-all-hovedsak-ikke-brukes-i-barneskolen/id3166807/
https://www.udir.no/kvalitet-og-kompetanse/digitalisering-skole/kunstig-intelligens-ki-i-skolen/kunstig-intelligens-ki-i-skolen/
https://www.anthropic.com/news/rwandan-government-partnership-ai-education
https://www.mineduc.gov.rw/news-detail/alx-anthropic-and-the-government-of-rwanda-launch-landmark-ai-learning-initiative
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/andhra-pradesh-approves-730-crore-quantum-ai-university-in-amaravati-courses-start-september-full-list-10853031/
https://www.bweducation.com/article/ncert-cbse-roll-out-ai-curriculum-from-class-3-onwards-618191
https://www.infobae.com/educacion/2026/08/18/caba-incorpora-la-inteligencia-artificial-como-contenido-obligatorio-en-las-escuelas-primarias-y-secundarias/

= uUs FEDERAL H.R. 8747 — the K-12 Al Literacy and Readiness Act of
2026 — advanced in the House this week; Secretary McMahon publicly
backed Al as a K-12 tool. Bill text - The Hill

2 Uk The University of Surrey will embed Al in every undergraduate
degree, starting this month — the largest cross-discipline integration
announced in UK higher ed this term. University of Surrey

®m cu Al Act implementation guidance is now flowing to member states;
the Annex lll high-risk classification covers many education systems, and
ethical guidelines for educators are live on the EU school platform. EC
school platform - Ethical guidelines

Tools & platforms

Back-to-school ships everywhere.

Google & Khan Academy expand the classroom stack.

New Khanmigo interactive diagrams and targeted-practice tools land
alongside Gemini in Google Classroom, now available to users of all ages
with contextualized starter prompts for students.

Google - Khan Academy - Workspace Updates

Discovery Education launches a conversational Al add-on.

Grounded in vetted K-12 content, the new Google Classroom add-on
gives teachers a scoped, curriculum-aligned assistant.

Discovery Education

Worth watching


https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/119/hr8747/text
https://thehill.com/homenews/education/6045912-mcmahon-ai-k-12-benefits/
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/news/ai-be-embedded-discipline-specific-ways-every-university-surrey-degree-september-2026-training
https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/discover/news/ai-teaching-and-learning
https://school-education.ec.europa.eu/en/discover/news/ai-teaching-and-learning
https://education.ec.europa.eu/focus-topics/digital-education/actions/plan/ethical-guidelines-for-educators-on-using-artificial-intelligence
https://blog.google/products-and-platforms/products/education/khan-academy-back-to-school/
https://blog.khanacademy.org/new-ai-tools-bring-interactive-diagrams-and-targeted-practice-thanks-to-khan-academys-partnership-with-google-org/
https://workspaceupdates.googleblog.com/2026/08/gemini-in-google-classroom-is-expanding-to-users-of-all-ages-with-contextualized-Gemini-starter-prompts-for-students.html
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/details/discovery-education-launches-conversational-ai-in-google-classroom-add-on-connecting-teachers-to-trusted-k-12-content/

Three global patterns to track.

The under-14 line hardens across borders.

NYC's ban and Norway's “Al generally not in primary school” position are
drawing the same threshold in very different systems. Expect more
governments to converge on the same age-gate this term.

Future-Ed tracker

National curricula are quietly winning.

India (Class 3+), Argentina/CABA, China, and Brazil are all making Al a
mandatory topic at the system level. The US-style “district-by-district
guidance” model is the outlier globally, not the norm.

Al detection is being quietly abandoned in higher ed.

A new 50-university study documents the retreat. Expect pedagogy, not
policing, to fill the gap.

50-university study
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